
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 24, 2020 

Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

It has been a joy to have so many of you return to church as we have been able finally to 

celebrate together the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Many have shared with me how moved they 

have been to receive Holy Communion after such a long absence. I assure you that our Lord 

shares your delight as He makes His home within your soul through the graces of the Eucharist. 

 

Next weekend, we celebrate the great feast of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended 

upon Mary and the Apostles and disciples who were gathered in prayer in the Upper Room. I am 

pleased that we will celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit with the completion of the Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults for five of our parishioners. One will be baptized and four will be 

received into the Church through a profession of faith. Then all five will receive the Sacrament 

of Confirmation and the Sacrament of the Eucharist as they become Catholics. Of course, all of 

this ordinarily would have been done at the Easter Vigil; but the closing of Mass to the public 

made those plans impossible.  

 

The reception of the sacraments by these new Catholics will happen at the 4pm Mass for 

the Vigil of Pentecost, on May 30
th

. The Mass celebrated at that time will be the extended Vigil 

for Pentecost with extra readings from Holy Scripture. Because of these special circumstances,   

I want you to be aware that the 4pm Mass next weekend will be considerably longer than usual, 

perhaps 2 hours in length.  

 

I am also pleased that on Pentecost Sunday, May 31
st
, we will offer a special Mass at 

2pm for our parishioners who are receiving their First Holy Communion. This Mass will be 

limited to them and their families; but I ask you to keep these children in your prayers as they 

receive our Lord Jesus Christ for the first time in the Eucharist.  

 

Please join me in prayer for our parishioners who are about to make these important steps 

in their life of faith. And may God bless and keep you all! 

 

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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